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160.  Labor has always existed. Wealth, became possible. Land.
In  all  these cases the view of labor was dogmatic.   It was
enjoined by religion.   There was some sense and truth in each
view, but each was incomplete.   The pursuit of gainful effort is
as old as the existence of man on earth.   The development of
trade and transportation, slavery, political security, and the inven-
tion of money and credit are steps in it which have made possible
large  operations,  great gains,   and wealth.   Some   men have
seized these chances and have made a powerful class.   Rulers,
chiefs, and medicine men have observed this power which might
either enhance or supplant their own, and have sought to.win it.
In all primitive agricultural societies land is the only possession
which can yield a large annual revenue for comfort and power.
The mediaeval people of all classes got as much of it as they
could.   It would be very difficult indeed to mention any time
when there were no rich men, and still harder to mention a time
when the power of wealth was not admired and envied, and given
its sway (sec. 150).  Thus the religions and philosophies may have
preached various doctrines about wealth, and may have found
obedience, but the production of wealth, the love of wealth, and
the power of wealth have run through all human history.   The
religions and philosophies have not lacked their effect, but they
have always had to compromise with facts, just as we see them
do to-day.   The compromise has been in the mores.   In so far as
it was imperfect and only partly effected there have been con-
tradictions in the mores.   Such was the case in the Middle Ages.
Wealth had great power.   It at last won the day.   In the fifteenth
century all wanted it, and were ready to do anything to get it.
Venality became the leading trait of the mores of the age.   It
affected the interpretation of the traditional doctrines of labor,
wealth, the highest good, and of virtue, so that men of high pur-
pose and honest hearts were carried away while professing dis-
regard of wealth and luxury.

161.  Modern view of labor.  It is only in the most recent
times, and imperfectly as yet, that labor has been recognized as
a blessing, or, at worst, as a necessity which has great moral
and social compensations, and which, if rightly understood and